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Reflections At 
Mesa Falls
dAn MooRE

I enjoy opportunities to think deeply about Earth’s 
creation and development; to mentor students as we study 
Earth processes and history together; to visit interesting 
and beautiful locales; and to teach others. For me, the 
faculty-conference field trip to Mesa Falls mirrored each 
of these aspects of my life’s professional mission.

Deep earth-thoughts 

Nature can teach us about God. One day we hope to live in 
Heavenly Father’s presence again. Then, we will learn from 
what He says and what He does. Today, we can do the same: 
we have His words in scripture and His works in nature. 
What have I learned from nature? For one: The Creator 
fashioned a developing Earth through law operating 
independently in complex systems. Another: Heavenly 
Father is perfectly patient and longsuffering. I love learning 
about Earth, and about God as I study His works.

Mentoring Future Colleagues 
My students, colleagues, and I have studied the geologic 
history of Henrys Fork Canyon for several years.  

Our studies enlivened minds, honed skills, deepened 
friendships, and facilitated student entrance to graduate 
school. I enjoy working with the one as we unveil Earth’s 
secrets together!

interest in Beauty 

Mesa Falls is beautiful to look at, but if you listen carefully 
with a trained ear you can hear the echoes of past volcanic 
fury reverberating off her walls. Her canyon records two 
huge granitic volcanic eruptions (1.2 and 0.63 million 
years ago) and four quiescent basaltic eruptions (743, 672, 
380, and 96 thousand years ago). Today, basaltic bath-tub 
rings on the canyon walls record the cutting of the canyon 
through the granitic deposits, and four episodes of partial-
filling by basalt and re-excavation by the river. It is fun to 
have eyes to see Earth’s record!

JoyFul Dialogue 

What I enjoyed most about the field trip was the chance to 
spend time with inquisitive colleagues. Hopefully, those 
who went enjoyed the trip as much as I did!
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